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February 1, 2005
Mr. Alex Reichl

5527 Ellis St.

Stevens Point, WI  54481

Dear Mr. Reichl,

I am writing on behalf of the Wisconsin Valley Radio Association and Rib Mountain Repeater Association.  Over the WVRA’s 71 and RMRA’s 32 years of existence, these clubs have provided communications in many community service activities.  Some of the activities WVRA participates in include the Badger State and Special Olympics Winter Games, MS Walk, the Wausau Chamber of Commerce Christmas Parade and Amateur Radio Field Day.  The WVRA provides amateur radio licensing workshops and Boy Scouts of America Radio Merit Badge workshops twice yearly and continues to be involved with providing emergency communications for Marathon County Emergency Management, National Weather Service and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources in times of emergency.  The WVRA also provided communications for the Dream Flight Wausau program and worked with the Wausau elementary schools throughout this endeavor.  The Rib Mountain Repeater Association serves as a back-up to the WVRA in these activities and primarily provides SKYWARN severe weather spotting on their systems.
Wisconsin Valley Radio Association and Rib Mountain Repeater Association members are licensed amateur radio operators through the Federal Communications Commission.  The WVRA’s over 85 members and RMRA’s 42 members give their time and talents to benefit the amateur radio service.


Part of the WVRA and RMRA’s service entails the operation of amateur radio repeater systems.  The WVRA’s repeater system used to be housed on Rib Mountain but with the construction of the new tower and transmission building, the WVRA chose to move its physical repeater system off Rib Mountain (where the club’s system was housed for over 20 years) and relocated to the WFXS Fox 55 tower northeast of the city of Wausau.  With this move came a decrease in repeater coverage due to a loss of height above average terrain.  The WVRA is actively working toward raising the $18,697.80 to purchase feedline and accessories needed to improve the coverage and make it comparable to the coverage once enjoyed on Rib Mountain.  The WVRA has already purchased 1,000 feet of 1¼ inch feedline for this project with member raised funds.   
The RMRA is also working toward upgrading their systems.  Years of use and general wear and tear have resulted in equipment that is nearing the end of its useful life.  It is a grave concern that this equipment may fail during an emergency situation.  The RMRA’s main transmitting radio has already failed and backup radio equipment is being used.  The original radio is no longer in production and replacement parts cannot be purchased.  Although the WVRA’s system is used as a back-up to the RMRA’s repeater for adverse weather events, having two available amateur radio repeaters will greatly help to preserve the safety of the operators in the field as well as provide guaranteed communications both in Central and Eastern Wisconsin.

The WVRA and RMRA are cordially requesting a grant for $40,000 to help both clubs complete their respective projects.  The WVRA has already raised about $5,500 for this project through donations from club members and fundraising events throughout the past few years.  The WVRA will continue fundraising efforts for this project through bowling tournaments, in-kind gifting and raffles.  The RMRA has received approximately $7,200 in donations.
This project is especially crucial to complete since both clubs are going to be entering another season full of community service activities and with that another year of health and welfare communications.  Also factor in severe weather season and the need to reliably contact operators in the county as well as the National Weather Service office in Green Bay.
In 2001, the WVRA purchased and continues to maintain the physical repeater equipment, i.e. radios, controllers, etc. from its own funds as a system upgrade.  This helps the WVRA work toward its goal of “Amateur Radio Serving Central Wisconsin” by taking pride in its repeater system that was worked for and paid for through club funds.

The WVRA also acknowledges and thanks the Walter Alexander Foundation for a grant received in 2003 that helped to purchase a utility trailer for the club. This trailer is part of the WVRA’s “Rapid Response Team” and houses portable communications equipment that can be quickly taken to a remote emergency scene and set up.  Improving the coverage of the WVRA repeater system will increase the effectiveness of the WVRA’s Rapid Response Team.
The WVRA and RMRA are looking forward to what the next months, years and decades of community service will bring to Central Wisconsin and we are hopeful that you will join us in working towards a reliable, state of the art communications system for Central Wisconsin.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Wisconsin Valley Radio Association and Rib Mountain Repeater Association by myself as indicated below and on behalf of Rich Maier, KC9NW-RMRA President:
Myron J. Oestreich, KB9STB

President, Wisconsin Valley Radio Association

Assistant Emergency Coordinator, Marathon County Amateur Radio Emergency Services
Wisconsin ARES/RACES Northeast Wisconsin Assistant District Emergency Coordinator

5206 Von Kanel St.

Weston, WI  54476

715-355-6902 (h)

715-571-9993(c)

email:  kb9stb@wvraclub.org
Wisconsin Valley Radio Association, W9SM

52.890 MHz, 147.135 MHz, 224.64 MHz, 444.100 MHz, 144.390MHz

www.wvraclub.org
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